Palo Alto Downtown Business and Professional Association 
Advisory Board Meeting
Palo Alto Chamber of Commerce, 122 Hamilton Avenue, Palo Alto, CA 94301

    March 28, 2007
I. Roll Call.


At approximately   8:03 a.m. by Chairperson Barbara Gross.  A quorum of directors was not present at the beginning of the meeting, though was present prior to the conclusion of Oral Communications.
	First Name
	Last Name
	Present
	Absent
	Late/Time

	Del
	Robertson
	
	
	8:11

	Sunny
	Dykwel
	
	
	8:27

	Georgie 
	Gleim
	X
	
	

	Barbara
	Gross
	X
	
	

	Phil
	Lonardo
	
	X
	

	Ashwani
	Dharwan
	
	X
	

	Sam
	Markert
	
	X
	

	Jerry 
	Moorman
	
	
	8:05

	Deborah
	Pappas
	
	
	8:08

	Reza
	Moodi
	
	
	8:11, left at 9:20

	Claudia
	Cornejo
	
	
	8:08

	Stacey
	Yates
	X
	
	

	Israel 
	Zehavi
	X
	
	

	Sandra
	Lonnquist
	
	X
	

	Sherry
	Bijan
	X
	
	

	Eileen
	Richardson
	X
	
	


Others present:     Anne Senti-Willis 



  Kristina Peterson – Palo Alto Daily News



  Steve Emslie 


    Charina Cabanayan – Bloom Butik


  Susan Arpan



  Alison Williams (8:35)
II. Oral Communications.  


The Directors commented favorably on the postcard that was prepared for the upcoming roundtable breakfast to be held on April 10 at the Garden Court Hotel.
III. New Business.

No new business was presented
IV. Updates from Liaisons and Representatives.

Ms. Richardson reported that there have been approximately 30 responses for persons to attend the roundtable breakfast on loitering and homelessness on April 10.  The Palo Alto Weekly Holiday Fund has made a grant of approximately $10,000 to the Downtown Streets Team, and the Downtown Streets Team may be expanding into Menlo Park.

Ms. Arpan reminded the directors that the annual reauthorization is on the City Council agenda on May 7 and 21.  So far, 36 protests have been filed, though at this point she has not determined whether all of them were properly filed by business representatives.


Mr. Emslie reported that Warren Thoits is considering hiring an architect to re-do the ground floor on one of his buildings to make it more attractive.  The City is still working with business owners to provide tree lighting on Bryant Street.  The City is also looking at the fairness of code enforcement related to sale and other merchandise racks placed on sidewalks.  The directors discussed how to suggest a change in the City code to allow the placement of such racks.  Mr. Emslie discussed current plans for street closures for upcoming activities.  Currently, they have proposed closing one block of Bryant Street for an event.  Mr. Emslie agreed to set up a meeting with the police department to facilitate block-closing permits.  The directors expressed appreciation for the mayor’s attention to this matter, and the board’s full support.

In the absence of Ms. Lonnquist, Mr. Moodi reminded the directors that he would be hosting the Chamber of Commerce mixer at Magnolia Hi-Fi.  The directors also discussed the fact that the City is considering raising the transit occupancy tax and imposing a tax on large businesses (those with 50 or more employees).  The proposed business registry has been placed on hold while the City considers the new tax proposals.

V. Approval of Minutes of February 28, 2007 Meeting.
Upon motion made by Ms. Gleim and seconded by Ms. Yates, the minutes for the meeting held February 28, 2007 were unanimously approved as submitted.
VI. Committee Updates.
The Loitering Task Force is currently preparing for the roundtable discussion on April 10, 2007 at the Garden Court Hotel.
On behalf of the Advocacy Committee, Ms. Cabanayan and Ms. Dykwel have been working with the City’s Public Works department, looking at lights for the trees on Bryant Street.  Most likely, they will add outlets to existing lamp posts instead of granting encroachment permits.  They are also pushing forward, with representatives of the City Council, to advance the renovation of Lytton Plaza.
The Finance Committee will be looking at PAd’s budget during the upcoming retreat session.  The audit has been completed and all of the finance work for the reauthorization has been completed, other than the budget and potential amnesty program.

The Parking committee may have the “pay & stay” machines selected; they may be installed before the start of summer.  The machines will only accept credit cards.  Signage for the new parking lots should be up in the next few weeks.  The committee is also looking into education related to existing lots and financing for the expansion of Lot R.

The Nominating Committee is preparing a chart of nominees and looking for volunteers to help interview them.  All board members are encouraged to let Ms. Pappas know about any potential nominees.

The Events and Marketing Committee reported on its proposed events surrounding the May Fete parade.  They are investigating a blanket permit to allow merchants to place tables outside, for dining the morning of the parade.  Ms. Williams reported that the committee is also working with the Downtown Streets Team for the kickoff of the tip jar campaign.  Other events are proposed for a music/art/film festival in the summer, and a promenade on Bryant Street.  
VII. Adjournment.
At approximately 9:35 the meeting was adjourned.
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