Palo Alto Downtown Business and Professional Association 
 Advisory Board Meeting
Palo Alto Chamber of Commerce, 122 Hamilton Avenue, Palo Alto, CA 94301
March 23, 2009
I. Roll Call.


At approximately 8:05 a.m. by Chairperson Barbara Gross.  A quorum of Directors was present before the approval of minutes.
	First Name
	Last Name
	Present
	Absent
	Late/Time

	Barbara
	Gross
	X
	
	

	Georgie
	Gleim*
	X
	
	

	Sherry 
	Bijan
	X
	
	

	Deborah
	Pappas
	
	
	Arrived 8:10

	Claudia
	Cornejo
	
	
	Arrived 8:11

	Phil 
	Lonardo
	
	X
	

	Elliot
	Lee
	
	X
	

	Stacey
	Yates*
	
	
	Arrived 8:15

	Jeff
	Selzer
	X
	
	

	Whitney
	Denson
	
	
	Arrived 8:10

	Robert
	Beisheim
	
	
	Arrived 8:07; left 10 a.m.




* denotes officers or task force chairs who are not also directors.
Others present:
James Keene (City Manager)



Greg Herman (left at 8:50) (City of Palo Alto)



Susan Barnes (Economic Development)



Anne Senti-Willis



Paula Sandas (left at 903) (Palo Alto Chamber of Commerce)
II. Oral Communications.

Walgreen’s appears to be going up quickly.  Briefly, the Directors discussed the current leasing climate and vacancies.
III. Minutes.
Upon motion made by Ms. Denson and seconded by Ms. Bijan, the minutes of the meeting held February 25, 2009 were approved as submitted.
IV.
New Business
Ms. BIjan will be attending police department interviews on March 25.  The sit/lie ordinance may be extended to California Avenue.  There appears to be significant trespassing in vacant spaces downtown.
V.
Liaison Update

Mr. Keene introduced Greg Herman from the City Manager’s office.  The two seek input on the new police chief.  Right now, the City is working with a recruiter, and will release a brochure on the new position in April.  Interviews will be held in May and June, with a decision by the end of June.  The City will use a competitive process, even if someone inside the current department is selected.  There will be a community meeting on March 24 at 7 p.m. in City Council chambers.  Comments can also be submitted to chief4pa@cityofpaloalto.org.  The directors reflected on the community-based policing and bicycle patrols that used to occur downtown and would like to see them return.  Communication by the new chief will also be important.
Ms. Bijan sent a mailer to some members who have not paid their assessments.  Ms. Barnes reported that there has been a response to some of those mailers.  We are currently looking for ambassadors to ride the buses from Stanford during Admit Weekend.  Destination Palo Alto has gotten participation in the event from 30 to 50 businesses.

A new farm shop will open at King Plaza, in front of City Hall, on Earth Day.  It will be open on Wednesdays going forward from 4 to 6 p.m.

The Chamber is working, as part of Destination Palo Alto, on a new static cling that participating businesses will receive.  The Chamber recently held a successful meeting on the BLT with over 50 people in attendance.  The Chamber opposes the gross receipts tax and has urged formation of a blue ribbon task force to foster understanding between businesses and the City Council/City Manager.  The Tall Tree Awards dinner will be held on April 16.

VI.
PAd Update

The cost of participation in the Skin Spirit Summerfest will be between $10 and $200/week.  Ms. Yates is working with the City on street closures and trying to get information to businesses by mid-April.  The Daily will provide free advertising for the event, and Jungle has agreed to contribute flyers and postcards.
The Friday Night Art Walks will kick off in April.  Ms. Bijan has been contacting galleries.

The Senior Games will coincide with Dine Downtown in August.  There will be two speakers to talk about the Senior Games at the April breakfast roundtable.

June 21 will be World Music Day, sponsored by PAd.  The complete parameters of the event are still under discussion, though there will likely be some street closures.

Ms. Bijan is working on adding or resurrecting lights in Cogswell Plaza.  It appears there are already some lights in the large oak tree in the plaza that could perhaps be turned back on.

Ms. Bijan has been working on a comprehensive plan for outdoor seating, to urge compliance by local businesses and reduce the cost of that compliance.  

Annual renewal will be coming up soon and PAd will need to prepare its annual report for submission to the City Council in the near future.

VII.
Adjournment
At approximately 10:07 a.m. the meeting was adjourned.
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