
Palo Alto Downtown Business and Professional Association 
 Joint Executive Committee and Advisory Board Meeting
Thoits, Love, Hershberger & McLean, 285 Hamilton Ave., Suite 300, Palo Alto, CA 94301

November 11, 2009

I. Roll Call.


At approximately 8:34 a.m. by Chairperson Anne Senti-Willis.  

	First Name
	Last Name
	Present
	Absent
	Late/Time

	Barbara
	Gross
	
	
	Arrived 9:05

	Georgie
	Gleim
	X
	
	

	Sherry 
	Bijan
	X
	
	

	Deborah
	Pappas*
	
	X
	

	Claudia
	Cornejo
	
	X
	

	Phil 
	Lonardo
	
	X
	

	Elliot
	Lee
	X
	
	

	Stacey
	Yates
	
	X
	

	Jeff
	Selzer
	
	X
	

	Whitney
	Denson
	X
	
	

	Robert
	Beisheim
	
	X
	

	Anne
	Senti-Willis
	X
	
	

	Abraham
	Khalil
	
	X
	

	Adam
	Mason
	X
	
	

	
	
	
	
	




* denotes officers or task force chairs who are not also directors.

Others present:
Eileen Richardson (Downtown Streets Team)



Terry Conroy (Richard’s)



Sid Espinosa (Palo Alto City Council, arrived 8:50)

II. Oral Communications.

Ms. Bijan has been in negotiations with Vero Restaurant regarding a potential purchase of used outdoor tables and chairs for use in King Plaza.  She will continue negotiations to see if agreeable terms can be reached.

III. Liaison Update.

The Downtown Streets Team is working on a security contract for the downtown parking structures.  Currently, DST members are working downtown only between 8 a.m. and noon daily.

The Directors discussed the failure of Measure A with Mr. Espinosa.  It may be re-proposed in the future; there is a projected $13 million budget deficit for the coming fiscal year that will need to be addressed.  A strike by the SEIU is still possible.

IV. PAd Update.

Most if not all restaurants are in compliance with outdoor seating ordinances.  Whole Foods is also moving ahead with its new outdoor seating plan.  

The City Council moved consideration of downtown zoning issues to November 16.

V.
Advocacy.

Construction on Lytton Plaza is currently progressing and doing well.  There is some consideration of re-naming the plaza.

The Directors discussed inviting Joe Bellomo to an upcoming meeting to discuss urban planning issues for the downtown.

VI.
Marketing.  

Ms. Bijan and Mr. Mason discussed the monthly Open Mic Night at Jungle Digital, which is co-hosted by the non-profit Palo Alto Institute.  It is held on the second Tuesday of each month.  The Directors discussed potential involvement of Palo Alto Institute with ongoing events at Lytton Plaza.

A re-opening event is being scheduled for Lytton Plaza.  It will be re-dedicated after construction is completed.  Additional activities are planned to keep the plaza a vibrant area within the downtown.

Mr. Lee provided the Directors with an update on eMax activities.  It is anticipated to launch early next year.

VII.
Adjournment

At approximately 10:30 a.m. the meeting was adjourned.
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