Palo Alto Downtown Business and Professional Association 
 Joint Advisory Board and Member Meeting

Roundtable Discussion
Garden Court Hotel, 520 Cowper Street, Palo Alto, CA 94301

January 21, 2009

I. Roll Call.


At approximately 8:15 a.m. President Sherry Bijan greeted and welcomed the attendees.

	First Name
	Last Name
	Present
	Absent
	Late/Time

	Barbara
	Gross
	
	X
	

	Georgie
	Gleim*
	X
	
	

	Sherry 
	Bijan
	X
	
	

	Deborah
	Pappas
	X
	
	

	Claudia
	Cornejo
	
	X
	

	Elliot
	Lee
	X
	
	

	Stacey
	Yates*
	
	X
	

	Jeff
	Selzer
	X
	
	

	Whitney
	Denson
	X
	
	




* denotes officers or task force chairs who are not also directors.

Others present:
Jim Keene, City Manager



John Burton, City Council Member



Lalo Perez, Finance Director



Roxy Rapp



Susan Barnes



Dennis Burns



Steve Emslie



Paula Sandas



Tommy Fehrenbach



Katie Seedman



Anne Senti-Willis
II. Discussion on Proposed Business License Tax.

Guest speaker Lalo Perez discussed the various methods of assessing a business license tax, based on gross receipts or the number of employees.  Generally, assessments based on gross receipts provide more revenue to a city.  There are currently about 9,000 businesses in Palo Alto by City estimates.  The City has compared the revenues raised by other local communities from business license taxes, which range from around $200,000 (Mountain View) to $2,900,000 (San Mateo).  The City staff report will be submitted to the City Council Finance Committee on March 3.

Guest speaker John Barton indicated that it is likely a proposed business license tax will be submitted to voters on the November 2009 ballot.  Since the tax affects businesses and not residents, and only requires a simple majority to be approved, it is likely to pass and be imposed.  He recommended that business owners participate in outreach efforts, in a unified, clear fashion.

City Manager Jim Keene and Roxy Rapp also participated in the discussion, and many participants submitted questions to the speakers.  

III. Adjournment 


At approximately 9:35 a.m. the meeting was adjourned.
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