Palo Alto Downtown Business and Professional Association 
Advisory Board Meeting 
Palo Alto Chamber of Commerce, 122 Hamilton Avenue, Palo Alto, CA 94301

        September 26, 2007

I. Roll Call.


At approximately 8:00 a.m. by Chairperson Barbara Gross.  A quorum of directors was not present at the beginning of the meeting, though was present prior to the approval of meeting minutes.

	First Name
	Last Name
	Present
	Absent
	Late/Time

	Barbara
	Gross*
	X
	
	

	Georgie
	Gleim
	X
	
	

	Deborah
	Pappas
	
	
	8:07

	Stacey
	Yates
	
	X
	

	Sunny
	Dykwel*
	
	
	8:28

	Sherry
	Bijan
	X
	
	

	Phil
	Lonardo
	
	
	8:03, left at 9:12

	Brannan
	Vaughan
	
	
	8:04

	Sandra
	Lonnquist
	
	X
	

	Claudia
	Cornejo
	
	
	8:08

	Charina
	Cabanayan
	
	X
	

	Eileen
	Richardson
	
	
	8:02

	Cheryl
	Snodgrass
	
	X
	




* denotes officers or task force chairs who are not also directors.

Others present:
Anne Senti-Willis



Steve Emslie (left at 8:32)



Susan Arpan



Kristina Peterson (left at 9:00)



Mayor Kishimoto (arrived at 8:32)



Alison Williams (arrived at 8:32)
II. Oral Communications.  


There were no oral communications

III. New Business.

There was no new business.

IV. Updates from Formal Liaisons and Representatives.


Ms. Arpan reported that the second round of invoices were sent out.  She is working to schedule a meeting with someone from the City Attorney’s office to describe the Brown Act requirements to the board members.


Mr. Emslie reported that he is exploring possible lighting at City Hall Plaza on Hamilton.  This could improve safety in the area and make the area more inviting.


Ms. Richardson reported that DST participants are providing additional services in the community, from moving to lining soccer fields.  They are also beginning custodial work for Innvision.  Plans are underway to hold the Street Row fundraiser during the Tour of California bike race.  So far, 33 graduates have found jobs, 15 are currently participating and another 5 are on the waiting list.

V. Minutes.


Upon motion by Ms. Gleim, seconded by Ms. Pappas, the minutes of the meeting held July 25, 2007 were unanimously approved as submitted.


Upon motion by Ms. Gleim, seconded by Ms. Pappas, the minutes of the meeting held August 29, 2007 were unanimously approved as submitted.

VI. Task Force Updates.


Ms. Gross reported that there is an effort underway to establish a public/private partnership to revitalize Lytton Plaza.  Right now, those interested are looking at strategic approaches to raise private funds.  After the first round of small group meetings is complete, those involved with report back to the group.


On behalf of the Parking Committee, Ms. Gross reported that signage is on track to be installed for the color zones by the end of the year.  All-day parking is currently on hold and won’t likely be installed before the holidays.  There is a possibility that some sort of valet parking system could be adopted for the holiday season.


Mr. Lonardo reported that the new sit-lie ordinance is being enforced throughout the downtown area.  Police cars are equipped with video cameras and can be used for enforcement.  Mr. Lonardo is also working on a list of frequently asked questions about the ordinance that can be posted on the PAd website.


Mayor Kishimoto provided the directors with details of the “Walk & Roll” event to be held throughout Palo Alto next  week.  It will kick off with a moonlight run, with events focusing on schools, walking to lunch and a community bike ride down the Bike Boulevard.


The Events and Marketing task force is working to coordinate the Halloween blood drive with Stanford.  They are investigating extending the hours of the drive and bringing candy for children, while their parents donate blood.  During the holidays, Ms. Williams has the ability to arrange music for businesses who are interested, for a small booking fee payable to PAd (along with the actual cost of musicians).  Work is already beginning for the 2008 Promenade.

VII.
PAd Update


Premier Properties has done a great job with the demolition of the Walgreen’s building.  Cleaning of rubble will continue this week.  Construction will begin 18 to 24 months from now, with a chain link fence around the site until then.  Ms. Arpan reported that the City is considering another “kickoff” meeting for those who will be affected by the demolition of the Starbucks/Noah’s building.  During the next week, signs and banners will be installed around the businesses affected by the Walgreen’s fire, inviting passersby to “Dine,” “Browse,” and “Shop.”  The directors recognized Ms. Bijan and expressed their gratitude for all of her effort to make sure that Bryant Street, University Avenue and the merchants affected by the Walgreen’s fire are alive and vibrant.


Ms. Bijan is staying apprised of efforts to organize the Tour of California in February.  She has been attending conference calls to make sure that PAd is aware of expectations.  


Along with lighting at City Hall Plaza, the Bryant Street merchants are exploring other lighting alternatives, beyond tree lighting.  Ideas include floodlights on the roofs of the businesses and new signage.  Lighting and enhanced signage could spread to Centennial Walk.  


The Parking Committee is working to gather data on how other shopping areas, such as Stanford Shopping Center clean their parking and shopping areas.  Once data has been collected, it  will be presented to the City in the hopes of forming a collaborative, turnkey approach between the City and businesses.


The website and logo have been re-vamped.  The website now has the ability to show member advertisements, though pricing must be determined before going further.  Right now, there are approximately 200 unique hits per day to the site, and Ms. Bijan is working on a bulletin board page.


Mr. Vaughan and Ms. Gleim will be working together on an effort to set up block captains to increase communication with members both face to face and electronically.  This effort will focus primarily on ground-floor retail establishments.  All board members will be asked to participate in this effort.

VIII.
Adjournment


At approximately 9:19 a.m., the meeting was adjourned.
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