
Palo Alto Downtown Business and Professional Association 
 Advisory Board Meeting
Palo Alto Chamber of Commerce, 122 Hamilton Avenue, Palo Alto, CA 94301

August 26, 2009

I. Roll Call.


At approximately 8:33 a.m. by Chairperson Anne Senti-Willis.  

	First Name
	Last Name
	Present
	Absent
	Late/Time

	Barbara
	Gross
	
	
	Arrived at 8:34

	Georgie
	Gleim
	X
	
	

	Sherry 
	Bijan
	X
	
	

	Deborah
	Pappas*
	X
	
	

	Claudia
	Cornejo
	
	X
	

	Phil 
	Lonardo
	
	X
	

	Elliot
	Lee
	
	X
	

	Stacey
	Yates
	
	
	Arrived at 8:40

	Jeff
	Selzer
	X
	
	

	Whitney
	Denson
	
	X
	

	Robert
	Beisheim
	
	X
	

	Anne
	Senti-Willis
	X
	
	

	Abraham
	Khalil
	
	X
	

	Adam
	Mason
	
	
	




* denotes officers or task force chairs who are not also directors.

Others present:
Paula Sandas (Palo Alto Chamber of Commerce)



Susan Barnes (City of Palo Alto)



Steve Emslie (City of Palo Alto)



Alexandar Pishchik (City of Palo Alto)



Jim Bujtor (City of Palo Alto)



Cornelia Pendleton (University Art)



Maura McNulty (Palo Alto Chamber of Commerce)

II. Oral Communications.

The directors recognized Ms. Pappas, this year’s winner of the Palo Alto Chamber of Commerce Athena Award.

III. New Business.

There was a report on the recent lunch, organized by Roger Smith to increase cooperation between Stanford Athletics and local businesses.  Mr. Smith will prepare notes from the meeting and follow up.  There were a number of good ideas that were discussed.

IV.
Liaison Updates

Ms. Barnes is preparing to give the third quarterly update on Destination Palo Alto to the City Council.  Website traffic is increasing.  Hopefully, they will be able to report Palo Alto-specific numbers in the future to measure results of the program.

Ms. Barnes also reported that an additional $30,000 were collected in August so far.

Ms. Sandas mentioned the upcoming Athena Award luncheon, to be held on September 9.The  Good Morning Palo Alto breakfast is scheduled for September 3 and a Tri-City Mixer will be held this evening at Four Seasons, joining the Menlo Park, Palo Alto and East Palo Alto Chambers.

Mr. Pishchik and Mr. Bujtor, representing the City of Palo Alto Utilities informed the directors of two upcoming improvement projects.  Starting September 21, a gas line will be replaced on Ramona between University and Forest Avenue, then from Homer south to Channing.  It is estimated to take four to five weeks.  Mr. Bujtor reported on rebuilding electric utility boxes in various places in the downtown. Work will start on September 9 and proceed through the holidays.  There was much discussion of how work could be performed to be of the least impact on merchants, and many questions and answers concerning the work.

V.
PAd Review & Update

Ms. Bijan submitted the first reimbursement request for the fiscal year.

The new start date for Lytton Plaza construction is September 14, 2009.

Ms. McNulty presented information regarding BlingNation, a new method for processing electronic payments to the group.  Currently, BlingNation is working with the Palo Alto Community Credit Union.

Ms. Sandas reported that many neighborhoods are working on an H1N1 response.  The Chamber will be sending out a survey regarding delivery services that businesses may provide, and working to raise awareness on how to get products to people in the event of large outbreaks.

The directors formally expressed their opposition to the proposed business license tax.

VII.
Adjournment

At approximately 10:55 a.m. the meeting was adjourned.
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